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After the Recess 


When the Congress returns to Washington after 
the Easter recess it will be faced with an accumula- 
tion of unsettled questions. 


Price Control The Senate Committee on Banking 

and Currency will have to complete 
hearings on the bill to extend the Price Control Act 
before it settles down to deciding what it will recom- 
mend to the Senate. It is hoped that the Senate will 
extend the authority to control prices with little 
modification, but it will not do so without extended 
debate and considerable controversy. 


Poll Tax Proponents of elimination of the poll tax 

as a prerequisite for voting are promised 
that the House-passed bill will be considered by the 
Senate shortly after the recess. Senators representing 
poll-tax states continue to oppose repeal of the poll 
tax by Act of Congress. A filibuster is promised. 
Indications are that an early attempt will be made 
to limit debate by invoking the cloture procedure. 
A motion to invoke cloture requires the signatures 
of sixteen Senators and a two-thirds vote to pass. 
A filibuster at this time would stop consideration of 
a great many crucial measures, and should be avoided 
if at all possible. Some Senators committed to vote 
for the poll-tax repeal measure but who are not en- 
tirely in sympathy with it will welcome the oppor- 
tunity to avoid a vote on the poll-tax issue by failure 
of a motion to close debate. If the motion to close 
debate fails, the bill will probably be dropped in 
order to avoid a filibuster. 

Waiving the poll tax for soldiers was one of the 
points in controversy in the soldiers’ vote legislation. 
There are a number of Congressmen who are gen- 
uinely concerned over the possibility of the further 
extension of Congressional control over elections that 
might take place if the Congress takes the step 


toward determining the qualifications of electors by 


eliminating the poll tax as a prerequisite for voting. 
The Constitutional right of Congress to repeal the 


poll tax is not clear. The advisability of stirring up 
such an amount of animosity in the Senate at this 
time is questionable. It is doubtful that repeal of 
the poll tax would give Negroes the right of suffrage 
in the southern states, although the recent Supreme 
Court decision outlawing exclusion of Negroes from 
the primaries in Texas indicates that other more di- 
rect methods of excluding Negroes from voting may 
not be allowed. Elimination of the poll tax would, 
however, increase the number of white citizens who 
would vote if the increased voting records in states 
where the poll tax has been repealed is a sound 
criterion. 


Reconversion Legislation to set the policy to be 

followed in terminating war con- 
tracts, in disposal of surplus goods, in retraining and 
employment of veterans and war workers, and to 
authorize an administrative organization for carry- 
ing out these policies is pending in both houses of 
Congress. In the meantime, the Executive branch 
is going ahead under the proposals of the Baruch 
Report. 


Federal Aid to Education Hearings are promised 

before the House Com- 
mittee on Education on the Ramspeck bill to pro- 
vide federal funds to states for general aid to the 
states for educational purposes and for teachers’ 
salaries. 


Veterans The so-called “G. I. Bill of Rights,” pro- 
viding educational opportunities and 


other advantages for veterans, has passed the Senate 


unanimously and probably will be acted upon shortly 
by the House. Equally clear sailing is anticipated 


-_ for the Starnes Veterans’ Preference in Civil Service 


bill. 

Tax Simplification Everyone agrees that the per- 
_ sonal income tax should be 
simplified. But simplification means changing the 
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tax, not just the forms, and the House Committee 
on Ways and Means is finding it difficult to agree 
on the basic changes. It may be several weeks after 
the Congressional recess before the Committee re- 
ports a bill to the House for action. 


Lend-Lease A staff loaned to the Senate Commit- 

tee on Appropriations by the General 
Accounting Office and the F. B. I. is investigating 
Lend-Lease expenditures, but there are no indica- 
tions that a report will be made soon. Senator Nye 
of North Dakota is asking the Senate not to consider 
renewal of the Lend-Lease Act until a report of the 
investigation is available. House action on the Com- 
mittee-approved bill is expected shortly after the 
recess. 


World Food Board An agreement to establish an 

International Food Board may 
come to Congress for action this spring. A first 
draft has been drawn up by the Interim Food Com- 
mission which grew out of the International Food 
Conference at’ Hot Springs last summer. While it 
has not yet been submitted to Congress, many Sena- 
tors and Representatives have been consulted. Strong 
Congressional opposition has already been indicated. 


Oil Spurred by the announcement of the proposed 

Arabian pipe line, the Senate has set up an 
investigating committee to study U. S. oil needs and 
recommend guides to policy, including exploration 
and development of foreign resources. The eleven- 
man committee is headed by Senator Maloney of 
Connecticut, and consists of members selected from 
the four Senate committees interested in oil prob- 
lems. Senator Maloney is asking that no final deci- 
sions on foreign oil be made until the committee has 
acted, but preparations are under way for discus- 
sions on oil problems with the British. 


Currency Stabilization An international currency 

stabilization conference 
may be held here during May. There has already 
been considerable Congressional discussion of the 
various proposals, and any agreement resulting from 
a conference will probably precipitate a controversy 
in Congress. 


Air Policy at Issue 


Congress and the Executive Department are both 
forging ahead on consideration of an international 
air policy for the U. S. Whether they are going in 
the same direction is not yet clear. Senator McCar- 
ran’s bill, to establish one American air company 
to operate outside the U. S. and in which all domestic 
lines might own stock, is, in effect, an attempt to 
implement a U. S. air policy that does not exist. It 
is based on the assumption that American aviation 
cannot hold its supremacy in the international field 
unless it follows the monopolistic “chosen instru- 
ment” policy of other countries. 

There is much opposition to this policy from the 
air lines who want to break into the foreign field 
heretofore preempted by Pan American. These com- 
panies want competition not only in the domestic 
field but on world routes as well. The State Depart- 
ment seems to favor the latter policy. Exploratory 
talks with the British are now under way in London 
and conversations with the Russians will begin here 
soon. It is hoped these countries can find an area 
of agreement which will lead to calling an inter- 
national conference to create an international air 
authority this summer. 

The degree of control to be delegated to an inter- 
national agency is part of the present conversations. 
The British seem willing to go farther than the 
Americans. Very little is known of the Russian 
position and much importance is attached to the 
forthcoming meetings. National security, protection 
of aviation interests, and the promotion of peace are 
all involved. Congress will have the final word. 
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